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Manchester during the short time when they were with their
mothers while feeding. A woman heavy with sleep may
easily drop off while suckling her child and so make
suffocation not improbable, but this only strengthens the case
for the crib rather than the mother’s arms. He appeared to
think that these accidents were not altogether preventable
but that the cases of burning among children were preventable.
They were just entering upon the season when there were a
great many of these and he appealed to parents to " safe-
guard their children from fire by securing fireguards and not
clothing their children in highly inflammable material."
Anyone looking over the columns of the Manchester papers
knows full well that there is ample justification for all, and
even more than, Mr. Gibson said. These precautions would,
no doubt, save many lives.

The Nortltern Hospital.
Saturday, Nov. 17th, was the last day of a bazaar beginning

on Wednesday. the 14th, in aid of the funds of the Northern
Hospital for Women and Children, better known by some
perhaps under its old name of the Clinical Hospital. Like
most charities supported by voluntary contributions it has
found that the work of the hospital has increased without a
corresponding increase in its annual income; nor has the
condition of its funds allowed of the expansion long needed.
It was hoped that a sum of 25,000 might be raised, but prob-
ably the miserable weather of the four days culminating
in that of the Saturday reduced the takings considerably.
However, the total proceeds were S8000 and a number of
small sums have still to come in. In addition, Dr. J. J.
Cox made the gratifying announcement that 17,000 bad
been promised to the Jubilee Fund. For the time being,
therefore, the friends of the hospital will feel relieved and

happy in the thought that its means of usefulness will be
increased.

- Z7?&mdash;MO 2)MM.

Although the difficulty of distinguishing between some
cases of cerebral haemorrhage and drunkenness is well
known, cases occur from time to time where it seems to be
forgotten. This was illustrated at Heaton Norris recently.
A cabman was arrested by the police late one night and
was charged with being drunk while in charge of a horse
and cab, driven to the police station, and placed in a cell.
On the next morning he was found on the floor evidently
ill, was taken to the workhouse, and died there. The

diagnosis of the police was founded on his being helpless
and smelling strongly of drink. The evidence of the
medical officer at the workhouse was to the effect that
there was partial right hemiplegia, that there seemed to be
some cerebral irritation, and that the man was unconscious.
A necropsy showed that death resulted from cerebral haemor-
rhage. The medical officer said "it would be difficult to
tell if the man smelt of drink whether he was helplessly
drunk or whether he was unconscious from the hasmor-

rhage." The moral to be drawn from this and similar cases
is pretty clear. It is that the responsibility for uiagnosing
between these conditions should not be left to those ignorant
of all but a smattering of half knowledge-even in the case
of those who have attended ambulance classes; that the

police should be relieved from the responsibility ; and that
in all cases of unconsciousness, even though the smell of
drink be strong, a medical man should at once: be summoned.

Manchester Royal Infirmary.
A meeting of the elective committee of the Manchester

Royal Infirmary (consisting of 30 representatives appointed
by the trustees, ten by the board off management, and five
by the University of Manchester) was held on Nov. 19th to
appoint an honorary assistant physician to fill the vacancy
caused by the promotion of Dr. Ernest S. Reynolds to the
post of honorary physician in place of the late Dr. Thomas
Harris. Mr. Alfred Simpson presided. Mr. E. N. Cunliffe,
M.D., Ch.B. Viet., M.B., B S. Lond., M.R.C.P. Lond., was
elpcted.
Nov. 27th. 

__________________

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

-R7tondda Isolation Ho.ripUal.
WHEN the Rhondda isolation hospital was erected seven 

Iyears ago it was said by some of the inhabitants that the 32 Ibeds provided would be ample for the needs of the district,

where there is a population approiching 120,000. It was

confidently predicted that it would be impossible to persuade
persons suffering from infectious diseases to go to the hospital
and that half the beds would be constantly empty. The
reverse has, however, been the case and for many months in
the year not only the wards but the administrative buildings
have been seriously overcrowded. There is fortunately ample
space on the site for extensions and the urban district
council is to be congratulated upon the decision recently
arrived at to erect a third pavilion for 16 patients and a
pavilion to include four "pure" wards, two being for single
beds. Attached to this pavilion will be discharging rooms.
To the administrative block will be added 16 bedrooms,
making a total of 27, and accommodation will be provided
for a resident medical superintendent. The hospital is
situated on the side of a hill and it has very wisely been
decided to erect a separate small-pox hospital on the top of
the hill some half a mile distant where there will be accom-
modation for 20 patients in two iron pavilions of unequal
size. The earlier hospital cost about 14,000 and was paid
for out of current rates. The extensions, together with the
iron hospital, will cost about the same amount, and in this
ins:ance the borrowing powers of the council will not be
resorted to.

Cardiff Infirmary.
The medical board of the Cardiff Infirmary has recom-

mended that subscribers’ letters of recommendation to

patients should be abolished and the board of management
has decided to give effect to a recommendation of a sub-
committee to the effect that it is not desirable to abolish
these letters at present. but that where the circumstances of
the patient are otherwise suitable for treatment he should
not be compelled to produce a letter. It is proposed to try
this plan experimentally for a year.

Elementary Eduoation and -1-medical Officers of Health.
At the meeting of the West of England and South Wales

branch of the Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of
Health, held at Newport on Nov. 15th, there was an

important discussion upon the address which Dr. J. D.
Jenkins, president of the branch, had delivered 1 on the

subject of the medical inspection connected with public
elementary schools. Dr. William Williams, medical officer
of health to the Glamorgan county council, said that without
doubt there would in the future be much more attention

paid than formerly to the sanitary inspection of school
buildings as well as to the medical inspection of the pupils.
He was of opinion that these duties were inseparable and
should be carried out by the same officers. The scheme
which had suggested itself to him included the carrying out
of the whole work under the supervision of the county
medical officer of health, the actual work being done by
medical men (assisted by others) who were qualified in

public health and had a good knowledge of every branch of
their work, especially of the diseases which children are liable
to suffer from. Dr. Williams suggested also the appointment
of school health visitors to whom could be allotted
groups of schools. Amongst their duties could be the
visiting of schools to confer with the teachers and the giving
of advice to mothers and others as to the treatment of
children suffering from skin diseases, verminous conditions,
&c. Dr. D. S. Davies said that school medical inspection
differed essentially in urban and rural districts. In large
urban districts very little difficulty presented itself. An

important question was whether the school medical officer
should be attached to the health department. He considered
that less friction would be likely to result if he were directly
supervised by the medical officer of health and was of
opinion that the medical officer of health should have the
general control of the medical inspection of schools assisted
bv medical men and by nurses and health visitors. Dr. E.
Walford and Mr. Ebenezer Davies urged that great caution
should be observed lest sanitary authorities should be hurried
into ill considered schemes. They both agreed that the
medical officer of health should act as the medical adviser
to the education committee and in large communities that
he should be given medical assistance.

Medical Men and Local Administration.
Mr. Colston Wintle, L.R.C.P..Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng., who

has been chairman of the Bristol health committee since
February, 1904, was on Nov. 20th unanimously re-elected to
that post.-At the recent municipal elections Mr. George

1 See THE LANCET, Oct. 27th, 1906, p. 1175.
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Shepley Page, the public vaccinator for Bristol, was elected
a member of the Bristol city council.

University College, Bristol.
The ordinary general meeting of the governors of Bristol

University College was held on Nov. 21st. The report stated
that the total number of students during the past year was
702. The ordinary expenditure amounted to &pound;11,389 and
this bad exceeded the income by f.216. It was stated that
there was considerable difficulty in several departments
to provide sufficient accommodation for the lecturer and
students. It was decided to complete the affiliation of
the Bristol Medical School with the College and to merge
the finances of both, the College becoming responsible for
the maintenance of the work.
Nov. 27th. 

________________

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Badenoch -District Fever Hospital.
The Badenoch District Fever Hospital, erected at a cost of

about E5000 by the Third or Badenoch district committee of
the Inverness-shire county council, has just been opened
for the reception of patients. The building is meant to

supply accommodation for fever patients in a district some
50 miles in extent. The site, which is 800 feet above sea
level, has been granted at a nominal rent by the Mackintosh
of Mackintosh. The hospital consists of a double block con-
taining administration offices, nurses’ and doctor’s rooms, and
four wards to accommodate 12 male and female patients,
with a duty room between each pair of wards. The whole is
fitted up with every modern convenience, sanitary and other-
wise. The Local Government Board has been pressing for
the erection of such a hospital in the district for over ten
years.

Glasgow and the Prevention of Conszcmption.
The council of the Glasgow district branch of the National

Association for the Prevention of Consumption in its
annual report states that an important development in con-
nexion with the treatment of consumption since the issue of
its last report has been the establishing of a public dis-
pensary where special advice and treatment may be received.
By the kind permission and cooperation of the corporation
health committee accommodation was procured in the sani-
tary chambers. The dispensary has more than justified its
establishment and is proving a valuable agency not only for
the obtaining of suitable cases for treatment in the sana-
torium but also for advising and treating cases of a more acute
and advanced type. It is to be regretted that for the many
applicants who are found unsuitable for sanatorium treatment
so little can in the meantime be done, as experience shows
that on failing to be admitted to Bellefield Sanatorium their
attendance at the dispensary immediately ceases and they
return to their homes-too frequently small and overcrowded
-a menace to the other occupants. The large number of this
latter class, whose isolation and treatment would be a
personal as well as a public advantage, points to the establish-
ing of a hospital or home in the city as a matter of most
pressing importance and necessity. During the year 95
patients have been admitted to the sanatorium at Bellefield,
of whom 40 are reported as having bad the disease arrested,
36 were improved, 11 were not improved, and two died.
These encouraging results show an improvement on those of
the preceding year.

Renfrewshire Combination Poorhouse.
The building committee of Renfrewshire Combination

Poorhouse has just issued a report dealing with the
accommodation provided in this institution. The report
was suggested by the criticisms which have been passed on
the committee owing to the building having been licensed
for a much larger number of inmates.
Nov. 27th. 

________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Vice.Regal Commission on the Poor-law.
IT is evident that there will be considerable difference of

opinion in Ireland with regard to the recommendations of this
commission, and already the South Dublin board of guardians

has raised the question as to the suggested State medical
service by passing the following resolution on Nov. 20th :-
That the question of a State medical service is one which demands

the careful attention of the Poor-law boards of Ireland, and we. the
guardians of the South Dublin Union, do not at present consider it,
advisabte to surrender the rights of the management of our hospital,
or to surrender the privilege of selection and election of medical
officers.

Another motion to the following effect was also brought
forward-

That the guardians also disapprove of the suggestion to make the
State medical service open to Irish-trained medical officers exclusively.

The Ne7v Belfast Infectious Diseases Hospital.
’ The new Purdysburn infectious diseases hospital was opened
for the reception of cases of scarlet fever on Monday last,
Nov. 26th. It is hoped that cases of typhoid fever, typhus
fever, and diphtheria will, if they occur, be admitted early
in December. In the old town hall a hospital office has
been opened and the attendant, on receipt of a medical
certificate-giving the name and address of a patient, the
disease, and the recommendation for removal-will send the
ambulance with a nurse to remove the person affected. In
case of urgency the telephone can be used, but in this case,
a certificate must be handed to the nurse in charge of the
ambulance. A question requiring great judgment is to come
up for future consideration-that is, the admission of paying
patients at this infectious diseases hospital.

County Antrim Infirmary.
Mr. H. M. Barbour is building at his own expense a

sterilising chamber close to the operating theatre of the
County Antrim Infirmary at Lisburn. The same gentleman
recently put lockers into the wards at an expense of L120 and
he has also given several donations. During the past year
209 male and 139 female patients were admitted to the hos-
pital. There were 17 deaths and 293 accident cases.

Michael O’Sullivan, M.D. R,. U.L, F.R.C.S. Irel.
The death of Dr. O’Sullivan, formerly of 14, Gardiner’s-

place, Dublin, took place on Nov. 18th at the residence
of his sister. He filled the position of anaesthetist and

surgical registrar at the Mater Misericordi&aelig; Hospital for
more than nine years and was a most efficient and diligent
officer. He took much interest in the methods of admini-
stering nitrous oxide with ether, ether alone, and chloro-
form occasionally. His work was most successful in
that department, for he anassthetised more than 6000
patients without a single death, He was physician to
the Children’s Hospital, Temple-street, and was acquiring
a large practice in his district when, unhappily, he was
attacked with disseminated sclerosis from which he died.
He was a very religious man and very charitable but so
quiet and retiring that the admirable work which he did
was never fully appreciated.
Nov. 27th. 

_________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Death from Injections of Gray Oil.
AT a meeting of the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; Medicale des H6pitaux held

on Nov. 16th M. Letulle gave particulars of a case in which
injections of gray oil were followed by death and an

interesting discussion took place. The patient was a

woman who, while pregnant, received 21 injections of the
oil in the course of two months. The punctures had

evidently been made with great care, because no trace of
them could be found in the region of the buttocks
where the injections were given. The liver showed no
pathological change beyond congestion, but the kidneys pre-
sented evidence of parenchymatous nephritis. The patient’s
teeth were in a very bad state. It was probable that if
they had been in a normal condition, or if proper care
had been taken of them, the stomatitis would either not
have occurred or would not have been so serious. M. Gaucher
said that in his opinion too much use was made of injections
of gray oil and that the great majority of cases of syphilis
ought to be treated with pills. M. R&eacute;naut said that he
had for a long time noted two complications associated
with injections of gray oil. These were, firstly, a severe
form of stomatitis occurring at a late stage, even six
weeks after an injection given under the most favour-
able conditions ; and, secondly, pulmonary embolism, which


